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 U.S. Rep. Dent’s statement on terrorist bombings in London 
 
“Today we have again seen the horrific consequence of global 

terrorism. First, I extend my deepest condolences to those who have suffered 
and lost as a result of the London bombings. As usual, terrorists chose 
innocent people as their targets.  
 

I commend British Prime Minister Tony Blair and other responsible 
world leaders for their resilient leadership in the face of these cowardly acts. 
My thoughts and prayers are with the emergency crews of London, who 
today face a grim task that shouldn’t be necessary in the civilized world. My 
thanks go out to American law enforcement and first responders who are on 
alert today, and for the outstanding job they do every day. I am grateful to 
President Bush for assuring that our country will do everything possible to 
keep Americans safe, and will be prepared in case such an attack is 
attempted in the United States. 
 

The bombings in London remind of the importance of being ever-
vigilant with regard to homeland security. As a member of the Homeland 
Security Committee, I am doing everything possible to maintain the safety 
of the traveling public and to ensure that First Responders have the tools 
they need to respond effectively to any terrorist attack.   
 
 We have committed more than $30 billion to our firefighters and other 
first responders, plus billons more toward expanded security at our airports, 
shipping ports, railroads, and trucking centers. Terrorists hope to strike fear 
in people’s hearts by attacking unprotected or vulnerable targets. By 
channeling funds to areas most at risk and by making sure that our 



responders are capable of answering the call in any emergency, we can 
better protect the homeland and ultimately defeat the evil forces whose goal 
is to undermine our way of life, and ultimately, destroy us. 
  

But money toward security only goes so far. We as a people must 
maintain our will to oppose and stand up against this violent intimidation.  
Terrorists have learned the hard way they stand no chance of defeating us 
militarily, so they attempt to divide us politically and socially. They count 
on our losing will and falling back. We must prove them wrong. We stand 
today with Great Britain and all of our allies in defiance of those who use 
death and destruction to achieve their political aims. Together we will 
prevail.” 
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